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out of the way." 1 Several British merchants lad proposed to accept payments of their debts in .nstallments. Ratifications of the Treaty had been exchanged. The friends of National honor and private good faith had gathered headway. Finally a bill passed the House repealing the anti-debt laws. The Senate and the House came to an agreement.
Here arose a situation which pictures the danger ind difficulty of travel in that day. Before the bill lad been sent back to the House, enrolled, examined, and signed by both presiding officers, several members went across the river to spend the night at the neighboring hamlet of Manchester. It was the lay before adjournment and they expected to return the next morning. But that night the river froze 2 and they could not get back. So this important measure fell through for the session.3
No "ayes" and "noes" were called for during this final battle, but Marshall probably took part in the debate and it is certain that he used the influence which his popularity among members gave him for the passage of this law.
"I wish with you," wrote Marshall to Monroe, in early December, "that our Assembly had never passed those resolutions respecting the British Debts which have been so much the subject of reprehension throughout the States. I wish it because it affords a pretext to the British to retain possession of the posts on the lakes but much more because I ever considered
1 Madison to Jefferson, Jan. 9, 1785; Writings: Hunt, ii, 114. * See Madison's vivid description of this incident; ib., 110; also Henry, ii, 233. 9 Ib.